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In contrast to DJP&A’s first decade as a company where Dave Powers was the sole employee
learning to prepare documents that complied with the newly-enacted California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the second decade was one of substantial growth,
technological advances, and high-profile projects. Between 1982 and 1991, 26 employees
were hired, including five (John Hesler, Jodi Starbird, Judy Shanley, Nora Monette, and
Martha Silveira) who each ended up working 30+ years at the company. Dave's honest,
caring, and compassionate nature created a work environment that fostered teamwork and
impressive employee tenure.

The 1980s ushered in huge technological advances, starting with
IBM dedicated word processors. Although large, clunky, and
slow by today’s standards, these machines revolutionized the
preparation of CEQA documents when compared to using
typewriters. Disk Operating System (DOS), an operating system
for desktop computers that preceded Windows, followed soon
after, with multiple upgrades that provided more capability
through ever-shrinking storage devices! The photo to the right
depicts the progression of DOS storage devices (disk drives)
throughout the 1980's. By the end of the decade, the use of
programs such as Excel, WordPerfect, and Word had become
widespread.

Public facilities projects DJIP&A worked on included the San José Arena (now known as the
SAP Center), Guadalupe River Park, San José Police Substation, Hellyer Canyon Landfill,
Santa Clara County Airports Master Plan, and new/upgraded improvements on State Routes
85, 87, 101, and 237. Other notable projects included the SRI Master Plan in Menlo Park, as
well as Intel and Sun Microsystems projects in Santa Clara.

Photo of the San José Arena under construction

Other notable projects in San José that DJIP&A worked on during its second decade included
the Rincon de Los Esteros (North San José) Redevelopment Plan, Midtown and Evergreen
Specific Plans, and Metropolitan Life - Town & Country.



From L-R, EIRs for Guadalupe River Park, Rincon de Los Esteros Redevelopment, Midtown Planned Community
and Specific Plan, and Evergreen Industrial Park projects.
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