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Looking Back: The Fourth Decade of DJP&A 

 
The fourth decade of DJP&A ushered in a period of transition and expansion. While DJP&A 
had grown over the years and laws and technologies changed, the core leadership of the 
company had remained constant. 

 

By 2003, Dave Powers, President of the company since it 
was founded in 1972, was ready to transition to the 
Chairman of the Board, and Judy Shanley, an employee 
with DJP&A since 1990, became DJP&A’s second president. 
During this period, the company continued to thrive and 
completed a number of EIRs for major development and 
planning projects, including the North San José Area 
Development Policies, Evergreen/East Hills Vision Strategy, 
Hitachi Campus, Coyote Valley Specific Plan, and Flea 
Market Redevelopment projects. The company also made 
time for fun, including holiday parties, wedding and baby 
showers, summer BBQs, and kayaking in Elkhorn Slough – a 
trip that is still talked about today! 

Judy Shanley and Dave Powers 

 

DJP&A went through another major transition with heavy hearts when, tragically, Dave 
passed unexpectedly. The company, with strong leadership from Judy Shanley, Jodi Starbird, 
John Hesler, John Schwarz, Michelle Yesney, Martha Silveira, and Nora Monette, carried on 
Dave’s vision for DJP&A by continuing to provide exceptional client service, preparing 
quality environmental review documents, and valuing interpersonal relationships and strong 
connections between employees. Common mottos from Dave, such as “an honest day’s 
work for an honest day’s pay” and “do good work and the money will follow,” remain core 
values of the company to this day. In that spirit, DJP&A continued to help shape Silicon 
Valley and the greater San Francisco Bay Area through our work on the environmental 
documents for the City of Santa Clara 2010-2035 General Plan, Envision San José 2040 
General Plan, the 49ers Stadium in Santa Clara, PayPal Park (home of the San José 
Earthquakes), and SR-17/I-280/I-880, I-280/Winchester Boulevard, and I-880/Stevens Creek 
Boulevard Interchanges. 

After occupying the same office building headquarters for 25 years, the company embarked 
on another significant shift in 2009 by moving to a larger office to accommodate the 
growing number of staff. After an exhaustive multi-year search, we moved a distance of 107 
feet (very low VMT, haha!) to the next door office building at 1871 The Alameda, where we 
still reside. 

In 2010, Akoni Danielsen (our current President) joined the firm after over a decade of 
working for the City of San José. Shortly thereafter, Michelle Yesney, a fixture in South Bay 
planning for decades, retired from DJP&A in 2012. Notable projects from the end of the 
Company’s fourth decade included the Del Monte Cannery Redevelopment, Main Street 
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Cupertino, Newby Island Sanitary Landfill expansion, Regional Medical Center, Sand City 
Desalination Plant, Santa Clara University 10-Year Capital Plan, and 18 City of San José 
branch libraries. 

The release of our final anniversary newsletter is right around the corner and so is our 
anniversary party! We hope you can all join us to celebrate our 50th Anniversary this 
Thursday. 

 

 

 

 

 

From L-R: Company Kayaking Trip, East San José Carnegie Branch Library, Levi Stadium, Paypal Park (Earthquake 
Stadium), and Santa Clara University. 
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