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“If we do good work and tell the truth, the rest will take care of itself” – Dave Powers 

 

As we celebrate our company’s 50 th anniversary, we can’t help but look back to when it all 
began. Dave Powers founded the company in 1972, less than two years after the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) became law, and just after he graduated from San Jose 
State University with a degree in Biology. Little did Dave know, as he worked from his first 
office on the back porch of his house on Hervey Lane in San Jose, that his efforts would lead 
David J. Powers & Associates to become Silicon Valley’s premier environmental consulting 
firm. 

 

Much of that first decade involved a steep learning curve because no one had previously 
written environmental impact reports (EIRs) and determining what to include in one was 
unclear. Dave’s early EIRs were 50 pages or less, a fraction of the size of most CEQA 
documents today! Dave’s tools-of-the-trade consisted largely of carbon paper, bottles of 
whiteout, graph paper, a calculator, rub-on lettering, and – most important – an IBM 
Selectric Typewriter! Word processors, the internet, voice mail, and document scanning 
were still years away. Given the effort required to make even minor changes, everyone 
involved in preparing EIRs was judicious about adding verbiage or making edits to 
administrative drafts because no one wanted to retype pages of text. No cut-and-paste or 
accepting track changes! 

 

In this first decade, notable projects that Dave worked on included the Rincon de Los 
Esteros, San Antonio Plaza, Olinder, and Edenvale Redevelopment projects, as well as IBM- 
Bailey Avenue, Hellyer Canyon, and the Santa Teresa Research Park. Dave remained the sole 
company employee for its first decade of existence. 
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