
 
 

December 2022 

 

Looking Back: The Fifth Decade of DJP&A 

 

 
DJP&A sailing in Santa Cruz to celebrate our 50th Anniversary, courtesy of Lou Pambianco and his crew on Heartbeat 

 

The year 2022 marks the grand celebration of 50 years as a company. What an incredible 
milestone! Our fifth decade as a company consisted of great successes and leadership 
transitions, as well as challenges. 

At the start of the decade, the company was led by the generation of employees recruited 
by Dave, including Judy Shanley, Jodi Starbird, John Schwarz, John Hesler, Martha Silveira, 
Michele Yesney, and Nora Monette. This core group successfully ran the company after 
Dave’s retirement and untimely passing in the prior decade. With retirements on the 
horizon in the early 2010’s, they began the process of transitioning the company leadership 
to our current generation, comprised of Akoni Danielsen, Demetri Loukas, Julie Wright, 
Kristy Weis, Michael Lisenbee, Shannon George, and Will Burns. Martha Silveira continued 
in her role as the steady, dedicated fiscally-focused presence, bridging eras as Chief 
Financial Officer. In 2016, DJP&A opened its second office in Oakland to better serve 
communities and clients throughout the region! At the end of 2019, Judy Shanley retired 
and Akoni Danielsen became our new president. 

Early 2020 brought major changes in the company’s daily operations with the move to 
remote work due to the COVID 19 pandemic. DJP&A quickly adapted to the situation, 
successfully supporting our clients and communities with continued quality environmental 
review. As a company, we strove to stay connected despite the challenges, joining virtual 
happy hours, holiday parties, and wedding celebrations. 

COVID-19 was not the only hardship DJP&A experienced this decade. In 2020, we tragically 
lost our dear friend and colleague Julie Wright, who had dedicated 20 years to the company. 
She is deeply missed. 

A few of our most cherished accomplishments of the past decade consist of the state’s 



Association of Environmental Professionals recognition of our quality work. Over the past 
three years we have won awards for the documents we prepared for the Silicon Valley 
Clean Water’s Regional Environmental Sewer Conveyance Upgrade Program, Airport 
Entrance Signs and Corresponding Sign Code Amendment for the Norman Y. Mineta San 
José International Airport Sign Zone, CityView Plaza Office project, and San José Downtown 
Strategy 2040. Additionally, our esteemed colleague, John Hesler, was honored with the Al 
Reynolds Lifetime Achievement Award! 

The company was fortunate to work on a number of substantial and notable projects during 
the past decade, including the San José Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy, Mineta San 
José International Airport Master Plan Update, Tasman East Specific Plan and El Camino 
Real Specific Plan in Santa Clara, Vallco Special Area Specific Plan in Cupertino, and the 
North Bayshore Precise Plan and East Whisman Precise Plan in Mountain View. Over the 
past decade, we have also become experts in the evaluation of data centers, working on 
dozens of the critical facilities that have developed in Silicon Valley to form the backbone of 
the modern internet. 

As this decade comes to a close and we reflect on the past 50 years as a company, we could 
not be more proud of all that we have accomplished. From a sole proprietorship to an 
employee-owned corporation, the evolution of DJP&A has been thoughtful and deliberate. 
As an ongoing tribute to Dave, we carry on his vision for the company of providing objective 
and thorough environmental review and excellent client service for the next 50 years to 
come. Thank you all for your continued support, partnership, and friendship. 

 

 

 
Counterclockwise: DJP&A at the AEP Conference to celebrate John Hesler’s Al Reynolds Lifetime Achievement 
Award, San José Mineta International Airport, and our beloved colleague and friend Julie Wright. 
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